
 

Medicare Benefits Schedule 
Minor amendments to cardiac imaging services – Quick reference guide 
  Page 1 of 22  
MBS Online 
Last updated – 21 June 2021 

Minor changes to MBS Cardiac Imaging Services:  
Minor administrative changes to cardiac imaging items 
 

Date of change: 01 July 2021   

Legislation: Health Insurance Legislation Amendment (2021 Measures No. 1) Regulations 2021 

*Note: Private Health Insurance classifications and categorisations are subject to the making and 
registration of the Private Health Insurance (Complying Product) Rules 2015 and Private Health 
Insurance (Benefit Requirements) Rules 2011. 

Amended items:   

11729 11730 55137 55143 60918 60927 61321 61324 61325  61329  61345  

61349  61357  61394  61398 61406  61410  61414    

 
 
Revised structure 
On the 1 August 2020 changes were made to the Medical Benefits Scheme (MBS) items for cardiac imaging services. 
These changes were recommended by the MBS Review Taskforce to ensure appropriate cardiac imaging services 
are provided to patients. On 1 July 2021 a small number of administrative changes will update these items to amend 
co-claiming restrictions. This includes amendment to exercise electrocardiogram (ECG) stress testing, 
echocardiography items and myocardial perfusion scans (MPS) items. 

Patient impacts  
Patients will continue to receive Medicare rebates for cardiac services that are clinically appropriate and reflect 
modern clinical practice. These changes will provide access for patients to high-value cardiac investigations and 
procedures, leading to improved health outcomes. 

Restrictions or requirements 
Providers will need to familiarise themselves with the changes to the cardiac services MBS items and any associated 
rules and/or explanatory notes. Providers have a responsibility to ensure that any services they bill to Medicare fully 
meet the eligibility requirements outlined in the legislation. 

 

 

http://www.mbsonline.gov.au/
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2021L00681
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2021C00248
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2021C00249
https://www.legislation.gov.au/Details/F2021C00249
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Requested Service:  

An item with the symbol (R) refers to an R-type diagnostic imaging service. Medicare benefits for R-type (requested) 
ultrasound services in the MBS are only payable if the rendering practitioner receives a relevant request from an 
eligible requesting practitioner prior to the service being provided. Requesting practitioners must ensure that the 
service or services being requested are clinically relevant and necessary. 

Same-Day Claiming Restriction: 

“Not being a service associated with” refers to a restriction preventing the payment of a benefit when the service is 
performed in association, on the same occasion, with a specific MBS item or item range; another MBS item within the 
same group or subgroup or a similar type of service or procedure.  

 

Exercise ECG Stress Testing  

Amended item 11729 – Multi channel electrocardiogram monitoring 
and recording during exercise for persons 17 years and older 

Overview: This item was introduced on 1 August 2020 as part of the restructure of ambulatory electrocardiography 
(ECG) items to better clarify the clinical indications for use of this item and to promote high value care. This item has 
been amended to include recently introduced co-claiming restrictions with interim PET items (items 61332, 61380 or 
61422) which were introduced as a substitute treatment to address a national shortage of technetium. This 
administrative change will ensure that the mirrored nuclear medicine items apply to this item. This minor 
administrative change also better clarifies when it is appropriate for medical practitioners to claim an attendance item 
with this service. 

Service/Descriptor:  

Note: the service only applies if the patient meets the requirements of the descriptor and the requirements in note 
DR.1.2 

Multi channel electrocardiogram monitoring and recording during exercise (motorised treadmill or cycle ergometer 
capable of quantifying external workload in watts) or pharmacological stress, if: 

(a) the patient is 17 years or more; and 
(b) the patient: 

(i) has symptoms consistent with cardiac ischemia; or 
(ii) has other cardiac disease which may be exacerbated by exercise; or 
(iii) has a first degree relative with suspected heritable arrhythmia; and 

(c) the monitoring and recording: 
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(i) is not less than 20 minutes; and 
(ii) includes resting electrocardiogram; and 

(d) a written report is produced by a medical practitioner that includes interpretation of the monitoring and 
recording data, commenting on the significance of the data, and the relationship of the data to clinical decision 
making for the patient in the clinical context; and 
(e) the service is not a service: 

(i) provided on the same occasion as a service to which item 11704, 11705, 11707 or 11714 applies; 
or 
(ii) performed within 24 months of a service to which item 55141, 55143, 55145, 55146, 61311, 61324, 
61329, 61332, 61345, 61349, 61357, 61365, 61377, 61380, 61394, 61398, 61406, 61410, 61414 or 
61418 applies 

Billing requirement: Claimable for persons 17 years and over, once in any 24 month period. Not claimable with 
items 11704, 11705, 11707 or 11714, and not claimable within 24 months of items 55141, 55143, 55145, 55146, 
61311, 61324, 61329, 61332, 61345, 61349, 61357, 61365, 61377, 61380, 61394, 61398, 61406, 61410, 61414 or 
61418 
MBS fee: $158.35   

Benefit: 75% & 85% 

Private Health Insurance Classifications*: 

Clinical Category: Support List 

Procedure Type: Type C 

Amended item 11730 – Multi channel electrocardiogram monitoring 
and recording during exercise for persons under 17 years 

Overview: This item was introduced on 1 August 2020 as part of the restructure of ambulatory ECG items to better 
clarify the clinical indications for use of this item and to promote high value care. This item has been amended to 
include recently introduced interim stress and rest MPS with PET items (items 61332, 61380 or 61422) which were 
introduced as a substitute treatment to address a national shortage of technetium. This administrative change will 
ensure that the mirrored nuclear medicine items apply to this item. This minor administrative change also better 
clarifies when it is appropriate for medical practitioners to claim an attendance item with this service. 

Service/Descriptor:  

Note: the service only applies if the patient meets the requirements of the descriptor and the requirements in note 
DR.1.3 

Multi channel electrocardiogram monitoring and recording during exercise (motorised treadmill or cycle ergometer 
capable of quantifying external workload in watts), if: 

(a) the patient is less than 17 years; and 
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(b) the patient: 

(i) has symptoms consistent with cardiac ischemia; or 

(ii) has other cardiac disease which may be exacerbated by exercise; or 

(iii) has a first degree relative with suspected heritable arrhythmia; and 

(c) the monitoring and recording: 

(i) is not less than 20 minutes in duration; and 

(ii) includes resting electrocardiogram; and 

(d) a written report is produced by a medical practitioner that includes interpretation of the monitoring and 
recording data, commenting on the significance of the data, and the relationship of the data to clinical decision 
making for the patient in the clinical context; and 

(e) the service is not a service: 

(i) provided on the same occasion as a service to which item 11704, 11705, 11707 or 11714 applies; 
or 

(ii) performed within 24 months of a service to which item 55141, 55143, 55145, 55146, 61311, 61324, 
61329, 61332, 61345, 61349, 61357, 61365, 61377, 61380, 61394, 61398, 61406, 61410, 61414 or 
61418 applies 

Applicable only once in any 24 month period. 

Billing requirement: Claimable for persons under 17 years, once in any 24 month period. Not claimable with items 
11704, 11705, 11707 or 11714, and not claimable within 24 months of items 55141, 55143, 55145, 55146, 61311, 
61324, 61329, 61332, 61345, 61349, 61357, 61365, 61377, 61380, 61394, 61398, 61406, 61410, 61414 or 61418  

MBS fee: $158.35  

Benefit: 75% & 85% 

Private Health Insurance Classifications*: 

Clinical Category: Support List  

Procedure Type: Type C 

 

http://www.mbsonline.gov.au/


 

Medicare Benefits Schedule 
Minor amendments to cardiac imaging services – Quick reference guide 
  Page 5 of 22  
MBS Online 
Last updated – 21 June 2021 

Echocardiography items   

Amended item 55137 - Serial real time echocardiographic 
examination of the heart of a fetus. 

Overview: This item was introduced on 1 August 2020 as part of the restructure of echocardiography to address 
the need for specific clinical indications for repeat studies. A service provided under this item, 55137, is for serial real 
time echocardiographic examination of the fetal heart suspected of having complex congenital cardiac disease or 
previously confirmed complex congenital heart disease. This item is being amended to remove the same day 
claiming restriction with other items in the same subgroup (subgroup 7) to ensure that if a mother and fetus require 
independent (of each other) echocardiographic investigation that the two services can be claimed on the same day. 

Service/Descriptor:  

Note: the service only applies if the patient meets the requirements of the descriptor and the requirements of note 
IR.1.2 

Serial real time transthoracic echocardiographic examination of the heart with real time colour flow mapping from at 
least 4 acoustic windows, with recordings on digital media, if the service: 

(a) is for the investigation of a fetus with suspected or confirmed: 

(i) complex congenital heart disease; or 

(ii) functional heart disease; or 

(iii) fetal cardiac arrhythmia; or 

(iv) cardiac structural abnormality requiring confirmation; and 

(b) is performed by a specialist or consultant physician practising in the speciality of cardiology with advanced 
training and expertise in fetal cardiac imaging; and 

(c) is not associated with a service to which: 

(i) an item in Subgroup 2 applies (except items 55118 and 55130); or 

(iii) an item in Subgroup 3 applies (R) 

Billing requirement: Not claimable on the same day with items in subgroup 2 (with the exception of items 55118 
& 55130) or subgroup 3 –(55238, 55244, 55246, 55248, 55252, 55274, 55276, 55278, 55280, 55282, 55284, 55292, 
55294 or 55296). This item is a requested service. 

MBS fee: $236.25 

Benefit: 75% & 85% 
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Private Health Insurance Classifications*: 

Clinical Category: Support List 

Procedure Type: Type C 

Amended item 55143 – Repeat pharmacological or exercise stress 
echocardiography 

Overview: This item was introduced on 1 August 2020 as part of the restructure of echocardiograph to address the 
need for specific clinical indications for repeat studies. This item has been amended to ensure eligibility 
(administrative change only) for this service to also include a prior service under this item together with the evolution 
of ischaemia symptoms. This will ensure that a service provided under this item can be provided when there is an 
ongoing need, noting that it can only be provided once in a 12 month period. This service is also accessible to the 
patient who has had a service in the previous 24 months under echocardiography items 55141, 55145 or 55146. 

Service/Descriptor:  

Note: the service only applies if the patient meets the requirements of the descriptor and the requirements of notes 
IR.0.1, IR.1.1 and IR.1.2 

Repeat pharmacological or exercise stress echocardiography if: 

(a) a service to which item 55141, 55145, 55146, or this item,  applies has been performed on the patient in 
the previous 24 months; and  

(b) the patient has symptoms of ischaemia that have evolved and are not adequately controlled with optimal 
medical therapy; and 

(c) the service is requested by a specialist or a consultant physician; and 

(d) the service is not associated with a service to which: 

(i) item 11704, 11705, 11707, 11714, 11729 or 11730 applies; or 

(ii) an item in Subgroup 3 applies 

Applicable not more than once in a 12 month period (R) 

Billing requirement: The patient has had a stress echocardiograph (exercise or pharmacological) in the 
previous 2 years or a previous service under this item (55143) and since that time ischaemic symptoms have 
evolved. Requested by a specialist or consultant physician and not able to be claimed on the same day with ECG 
items (11704, 11705, 11707, 11714 ) or ECG stress testing items (11729 & 11730) or items in subgroup 3 (55238, 
55244, 55246, 55248, 55252, 55274, 55276, 55278, 55280, 55282, 55284, 55292, 55294 or 55296). This item is a 
requested service. 

MBS fee: $421.20 

Benefit: 75% & 85% 

http://www.mbsonline.gov.au/
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Private Health Insurance Classifications*: 

Clinical Category: Support List 

Procedure Type: Type C 

 

Myocardial perfusion study items   

Amended item 61321– Single rest myocardial perfusion study for 
assessment in people with known disease (technetium-99m (Tc-
99m) protocol). 

Overview: This item was introduced on 1 August 2020 as part of the restructure of the myocardial perfusion 
studies (MPS). This item has been amended to include same day claiming restrictions with recently introduced 
interim stress and rest MPS with PET items (items 61332, 61380 or 61422) which were introduced as a substitute 
treatment to address a national shortage of technetium. This administrative change will ensure that the co-claiming 
restrictions will apply to the mirrored nuclear medicine items, as clinically appropriate. 

Service/Descriptor:  

Note: the service only applies if the patient meets the requirements of the descriptor and the requirements of note 
IR.4.2 

Single rest myocardial perfusion study for the assessment of the extent and severity of viable and non-viable 
myocardium, with single photon emission tomography, with or without planar imaging, if: 

(a) the patient has left ventricular systolic dysfunction and probable or confirmed coronary artery disease; and 

(b) the service uses a single rest technetium 99m (Tc 99m) protocol; and 

(c) the service is requested by a specialist or a consultant physician; and 

(d) the service is not associated with a service to which item 11704, 11705, 11707, 11714, 11729, 11730, 
61325, 61329, 61332, 61345, 61380, 61398, 61406 or 61422 applies; and 

(e) if the patient is 17 years or older—a service to which this item, or item 61325, 61329, 61332, 61345, 
61380, 61398, 61406 or 61422, applies has not been provided to the patient in the previous 24 months (R) 

Billing requirement: Amended to include additional items in the same day claiming restrictions with items 
11704, 11705, 11707, 11714, 11729, 11730, 61325, 61329, 61332, 61345, 61380, 61398, 61406 or 61422. For 
patients 17 years and older this item cannot be claimed if a service has been provided in the previous 24 months 
with items 61321, 61325, 61329, 61332, 61345, 61380, 61398, 61406 or 61422. This item is a requested service. 

MBS fee: $329.00  

Benefit: 75% & 85% 
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Private Health Insurance Classifications*: 

Clinical Category: Support List 

Procedure Type: Type C 

Amended item 61324– Single stress myocardial perfusion study for 
assessment of cardiac ischaemia 

Overview: This item was introduced on 1 August 2020 as part of the restructure of the myocardial perfusion 
studies (MPS). This item has been amended to include same day claiming restrictions with recently introduced 
interim stress and rest MPS with PET items (items 61311, 61332, 61377, 61380 or 61422) which were introduced as 
a substitute treatment to address a national shortage of technetium. This administrative change will ensure that the 
co-claiming restrictions will apply to the mirrored nuclear medicine items, as clinically appropriate. 

Service/Descriptor:  

Note: the service only applies if the patient meets the requirements of the descriptor and the requirements of note 
IR.4.1 

Single stress myocardial perfusion study, with single photon emission tomography, with or without planar imaging, if: 

(a) the patient has symptoms of cardiac ischaemia; and 

(b) at least one of the following applies: 

(i) the patient has body habitus or other physical conditions (including heart rhythm disturbance) to the 
extent that a stress echocardiography would not provide adequate information; 

(ii) the patient is unable to exercise to the extent required for a stress echocardiography to provide 
adequate information; 

(iii) the patient has had a failed stress echocardiography provided in a service to which item 55141, 
55143, 55145 or 55146 applies; and 

(c) the service includes resting ECG, continuous ECG monitoring during exercise (with recording), blood 
pressure monitoring and the recording of other parameters (including heart rate); and 

(d) the service is requested by a specialist or consultant physician; and 

(e) the service is not associated with a service to which item 11704, 11705, 11707, 11714, 11729, 11730, 
61311, 61321, 61325, 61329, 61332, 61377, 61345, 61357, 61380, 61394, 61398, 61406, 61414 or 61422 
applies; and 

(f) if the patient is 17 years or older: 

(i) a service to which item 61311, 61329, 61332, 61345, 61357, 61377, 61380, 61394, 61398, 61406 or 
61414 applies has not been provided to the patient in the previous 24 months; and 
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(ii) the service is applicable only twice each 24 months (R) 

Billing requirement: Amended to include additional items in the same day claiming restrictions. Not claimable 
with items 11704, 11705, 11707, 11714, 11729, 11730, 61311, 61321, 61325, 61329, 61332, 61377, 61345, 61357, 
61380, 61394, 61398, 61406, 61414 or 61422. For patients 17 years and older this item cannot be claimed if a 
service has been provided in the previous 24 months with items 61311, 61329, 61332, 61345, 61357, 61377, 61380, 
61394, 61398, 61406 or 61414. This item is a requested service. 

MBS fee: $653.05  

Benefit: 75% & 85% 

Private Health Insurance Classifications*: 

Clinical Category: Support List 

Procedure Type: Type C 

Amended item 61325– Single rest myocardial perfusion study for 
assessment in people with known disease (thallous chloride-201  
(Tl-201) protocol). 

Overview: This item was introduced on 1 August 2020 as part of the restructure of the myocardial perfusion 
studies (MPS). This item has been amended to include same day claiming restrictions with recently introduced 
interim stress and rest MPS with PET items (items 61332, 61380 or 61422) which were introduced as a substitute 
treatment to address a national shortage of technetium. This administrative change will ensure that the co-claiming 
restrictions will apply to the mirrored nuclear medicine items, as clinically appropriate. 

Service/Descriptor:  

Note: the service only applies if the patient meets the requirements of the descriptor and the requirements of note 
IR.4.2 

Single rest myocardial perfusion study for the assessment of the extent and severity of viable and non-viable 
myocardium, with single photon emission tomography, with or without planar imaging, if: 

(a) the patient has left ventricular systolic dysfunction and probable or confirmed coronary artery disease; and 

(b) the service uses: 

(i) an initial rest study followed by a redistribution study on the same day; and 

(ii) a thallous chloride 201 (Tl 201) protocol; and 

(c) the service is requested by a specialist or a consultant physician; and 

(d) the service is not associated with a service to which item 11704, 11705, 11707, 11714, 11729, 11730, 
61321, 61329, 61332, 61345, 61380, 61398, 61406 or 61422 applies; and 
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(e) if the patient is 17 years or older: 

(i) a service to which item 61321, 61329, 61332, 61345, 61380, 61398, 61406 or 61442, applies has not 
been provided to the patient in the previous 24 months; and 

(ii) the service is applicable only twice each 24 months (R) 

Billing requirement: Amended to include additional items in the same day claiming restrictions. Not claimable 
with items 11704, 11705, 11707, 11714, 11729, 11730, 61321, 61329, 61332, 61345, 61380, 61398, 61406 or 
61422. If the patient is 17 years or older, this item or items 61321, 61329, 61332, 61345, 61380, 61398, 61406 or 
61442, cannot have been provided to the patient in the previous 24 months to claim this item. This item is claimable 
twice in a 24 month period. This item is a requested service. 

MBS fee: $329.00  

Benefit: 75% & 85% 

Private Health Insurance Classifications*: 

Clinical Category: Support List 

Procedure Type: Type C 

Amended item 61329– Combined stress and rest myocardial 
perfusion study for assessment of cardiac ischaemia (GP) 

Overview: This item was introduced on 1 August 2020 as part of the restructure of the myocardial perfusion 
studies (MPS). This item has been amended to include same day claiming restrictions with recently introduced 
interim stress and rest MPS with PET items (items 61311, 61332, 61377, 61380 or 61422) which were introduced as 
a substitute treatment to address a national shortage of technetium. This administrative change will ensure that the 
co-claiming restrictions will apply to the mirrored nuclear medicine items, as clinically appropriate. 

Service/Descriptor:  

Note: the service only applies if the patient meets the requirements of the descriptor and the requirements of note 
IR.4.1 

Combined stress and rest, stress and re injection or rest and redistribution myocardial perfusion study, including 
delayed imaging or re injection protocol on a subsequent occasion, with single photon emission tomography, with or 
without planar imaging, if: 

(a) the patient has symptoms of cardiac ischaemia; and 

(b) at least one of the following applies: 

(i) the patient has body habitus or other physical conditions (including heart rhythm disturbance) to the 
extent that a stress echocardiography would not provide adequate information; 
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(ii) the patient is unable to exercise to the extent required for a stress echocardiography to provide 
adequate information; 

(iii) the patient has had a failed stress echocardiography provided in a service to which item 55141, 
55143, 55145 or 55146 applies; and 

(c) the service includes resting electrocardiograph, continuous electrocardiograph monitoring during exercise 
(with recording), blood pressure monitoring and the recording of other parameters (including heart rate); and 

(d) the service is requested by a medical practitioner (other than a specialist or consultant physician); and 

(e) the service is not associated with a service to which item 11704, 11705, 11707, 11714, 11729, 11730, 
61311, 61321, 61324, 61325, 61332, 61345, 61357, 61377, 61380, 61394, 61398, 61406, 61414 or 61422 
applies; and 

(f) if the patient is 17 years or older—a service to which this item, or item 61311, 61321, 61324, 61325, 61332, 
61345, 61357, 61380, 61394, 61398, 61406, 61414 or 61422, applies has not been provided to the patient in 
the previous 24 months (R) 

Billing requirement: Amended to include additional items in the same day claiming restrictions. Not claimable 
with items 11704, 11705, 11707, 11714, 11729, 11730, 61311, 61321, 61324, 61325, 61332, 61345, 61357, 61377, 
61380, 61394, 61398, 61406, 61414 or 61422. If the patient is 17 years or older, this item or items 61311, 61321, 
61324, 61325, 61332, 61345, 61357, 61380, 61394, 61398, 61406, 61414 or 61422, cannot have been provided to 
the patient in the previous 24 months to claim this item. This item is a requested service. 

MBS fee: $982.05  

Benefit: 75% & 85% 

Private Health Insurance Classifications*: 

Clinical Category: Support List 

Procedure Type: Type C 

Amended item 61345– Combined stress and rest myocardial 
perfusion study for assessment of cardiac ischaemia (specialist or 
consultant physician) 

Overview: This item was introduced on 1 August 2020 as part of the restructure of the myocardial perfusion 
studies (MPS). This item has been amended to include same day claiming restrictions with recently introduced 
interim stress and rest MPS with PET items (items 61311, 61332, 61377, 61380 or 61422) which were introduced as 
a substitute treatment to address a national shortage of technetium. This administrative change will ensure that the 
co-claiming restrictions will apply to the mirrored nuclear medicine items, as clinically appropriate. 
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Service/Descriptor:  

Note: the service only applies if the patient meets the requirements of the descriptor and the requirements of note 
IR.4.1 

Combined stress and rest, stress and re injection or rest and redistribution myocardial perfusion study, including 
delayed imaging or re injection protocol on a subsequent occasion, with single photon emission tomography, with or 
without planar imaging, if: 

(a) the patient has symptoms of cardiac ischaemia; and 

(b) at least one of the following applies: 

(i) the patient has body habitus or other physical conditions (including heart rhythm disturbance) to the 
extent that a stress echocardiography would not provide adequate information; 

(ii) the patient is unable to exercise to the extent required for a stress echocardiography to provide 
adequate information; 

(iii) the patient has had a failed stress echocardiography provided in a service to which item 55141, 
55143, 55145 or 55146 applies; and 

(c) the service includes resting electrocardiograph, continuous electrocardiograph monitoring during exercise 
(with recording), blood pressure monitoring and the recording of other parameters (including heart rate); and 

(d) the service is requested by a specialist or consultant physician; and 

(e) the service is not associated with a service to which item 11704, 11705, 11707, 11714, 11729, 11730, 
61311, 61321, 61324, 61325, 61329, 61332, 61357, 61377, 61380, 61394, 61398, 61406, 61414 or 61422 
applies (R); and 

(f) if the patient is 17 years or older—a service to which this item, or item 61311, 61321, 61324, 61325, 61329, 
61332, 61357, 61377, 61380, 61394, 61398, 61406, 61414 or 61422, applies has not been provided to the 
patient in the previous 24 months (R) 

Billing requirement: Amended to include additional items in the same day claiming restrictions. Not claimable 
with items 11704, 11705, 11707, 11714, 11729, 11730, 61311, 61321, 61324, 61325, 61329, 61332, 61357, 61377, 
61380, 61394, 61398, 61406, 61414 or 61422. If the patient is 17 years or older, this item or items 61311, 61321, 
61324, 61325, 61329, 61332, 61357, 61377, 61380, 61394, 61398, 61406, 61414 or 61422, cannot have been 
provided to the patient in the previous 24 months to claim this item. This item is a requested service. 

MBS fee: $982.05  

Benefit: 75% & 85% 

Private Health Insurance Classifications*: 

Clinical Category: Support List 

Procedure Type: Type C 
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Amended item 61349– Single rest myocardial perfusion study for 
assessment in people with known disease (technetium-99m (Tc-
99m) protocol). 

Overview: This item was introduced on 1 August 2020 as part of the restructure of the myocardial perfusion 
studies (MPS). This item has been amended to include same day claiming restrictions with recently introduced 
interim stress and rest MPS with PET items (items 61311, 61332, 61365, 61377, 61380, 61418 or 61422) which 
were introduced as a substitute treatment to address a national shortage of technetium. An administrative change 
has also been made to include the substitute items (items 61311, 61332, 61365, 61380 or 61418) in the list of items 
the patient has had in the previous 24 months. 

Service/Descriptor:  

Note: the service only applies if the patient meets the requirements of the descriptor and the requirements of note 
IR.4.1 

Repeat combined stress and rest, stress and re injection or rest and redistribution myocardial perfusion study, 
including delayed imaging or re injection protocol on a subsequent occasion, with single photon emission 
tomography, with or without planar imaging, if: 

(a) both: 

(i) a service has been provided to the patient in the previous 24 months to which this item, or item 
61311, 61324, 61329, 61332, 61337, 61345, 61357, 61365, 61380, 61394, 61398, 61406, 61410, 
61414 or 61418, applies; and 

(ii) the patient has subsequently undergone a revascularisation procedure; and  

(b) the patient has one or more symptoms of cardiac ischaemia that have evolved and are not adequately 
controlled with optimal medical therapy; and 

(c) at least one of the following applies: 

(i) the patient has body habitus or other physical conditions (including heart rhythm disturbance) to the 
extent that a stress echocardiography would not provide adequate information; 

(ii) the patient is unable to exercise to the extent required for a stress echocardiography to provide 
adequate information; 

(iii) the patient has had a failed stress echocardiography provided in a service to which item 55141, 
55143, 55145 or 55146 applies; and 

(d) the service is requested by a specialist or a consultant physician; and 

(e) the service is not associated with a service to which item 11704, 11705, 11707, 11714, 11729, 11730, 
61365, 61410 or 61418 applies; and 
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(f) if the patient is 17 years or older—a service to which this item, or item 61365, 61410 or 61418, applies has 
not been provided to the patient in the previous 12 months (R) 

Billing requirement: Amended to include additional items in the same day claiming restrictions. Not claimable 
with items 11704, 11705, 11707, 11714, 11729, 11730, 61365, 61410 or 61418. Not claimable within 12 months of 
an item provided for by items 61365, 61410 or 61418 for patients 17 years and older. To claim this item a patient  
must have received a service in the previous 24 months to which this item, or item 61311, 61324, 61329, 61332, 
61337, 61345, 61357, 61365, 61380, 61394, 61398, 61406, 61410, 61414 or 61418 applies and have had to have 
subsequently undergone a revascularisation procedure. This item is a requested service. 

MBS fee: $982.05  

Benefit: 75% & 85% 

Private Health Insurance Classifications*: 

Clinical Category: Support List 

Procedure Type: Type C 

Amended item 61357– Single stress myocardial perfusion study for 
assessment of cardiac ischaemia (GP) 

Overview: This item was introduced on 1 August 2020 as part of the restructure of the myocardial perfusion 
studies (MPS). This item has been amended to include a same day claiming restriction with recently introduced 
interim stress and rest MPS with PET items (items 61311, 61332, 61377, 61380 or 61422) which were introduced as 
a substitute treatment to address a national shortage of technetium. This administrative change will ensure that the 
co-claiming restrictions will apply to the mirrored nuclear medicine items, as clinically appropriate. 

Service/Descriptor:  

Note: the service only applies if the patient meets the requirements of the descriptor and the requirements of note 
IR.4.1 

Single stress myocardial perfusion study, with single photon emission tomography, with or without planar imaging, if: 

(a) the patient has symptoms of cardiac ischaemia; and 

(b) at least one of the following applies: 

(i) the patient has body habitus or other physical conditions (including heart rhythm disturbance) to the 
extent that a stress echocardiography would not provide adequate information; 

(ii) the patient is unable to exercise to the extent required for a stress echocardiography to provide 
adequate information; 

(iii) the patient has had a failed stress echocardiography provided in a service to which items 55141, 
55143, 55145 or 55146 applies; and 
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(c) the service includes resting electrocardiograph, continuous electrocardiograph monitoring during exercise 
(with recording), blood pressure monitoring and the recording of other parameters (including heart rate); and 

(d) the service is requested by a medical practitioner (other than a specialist or consultant physician); and 

(e) the service is not associated with a service to which item 11704, 11705, 11707, 11714, 11729, 11730, 
61311, 61321, 61324, 61325, 61329, 61332, 61345, 61377, 61380, 61394, 61398, 61406, 61414 or 61422 
applies; and 

(f) if the patient is 17 years or older—a service to which this item, or item 61311, 61324, 61329, 61332, 61345, 
61377, 61380, 61394, 61398, 61406, or 61414, applies has not been provided to the patient in the previous 24 
months (R) 

Billing requirement: Amended to include additional items in the same day claiming restrictions. Not claimable 
with items 11704, 11705, 11707, 11714, 11729, 11730, 61311, 61321, 61324, 61325, 61329, 61332, 61345, 61377, 
61380, 61394, 61398, 61406, 61414 or 61422. Not claimable within 24 months of an item provided for by items 
61311, 61324, 61329, 61332, 61345, 61377, 61380, 61394, 61398, 61406, or 61414 for patients 17 years and older. 
This item is a requested service. 

MBS fee: $653.05  

Benefit: 75% & 85% 

Private Health Insurance Classifications*: 

Clinical Category: Support List 

Procedure Type: Type C 

Amended item 61394– Single stress myocardial perfusion study for 
assessment of cardiac ischaemia provided in a MMM 3- 7 area 

Overview: This item was introduced on 15 September 2020 for a single rest MPS to investigate cardiac ischaemia, 
provided at a practice located in a MMM 3 to 7 area, where a stress echocardiography service cannot be accessed. 
This item has been amended to include same day claiming restrictions with recently introduced interim stress and 
rest MPS with PET items (items 61311, 61332, 61377, 61380 or 61422) which were introduced as a substitute 
treatment to address a national shortage of technetium. This administrative change will ensure that the co-claiming 
restrictions will apply to the mirrored nuclear medicine items, as clinically appropriate. 

Service/Descriptor:  

Note: the service only applies if the patient meets the requirements of the descriptor and the requirements of note 
IR.4.1 

Single stress myocardial perfusion study, with single photon emission tomography, with or without planar imaging, if: 

(a) the patient has symptoms of cardiac ischaemia; and 
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(b) the service is provided at, or from, a practice located in a Modified Monash 3, 4, 5, 6 or 7 area; and 

(c) a stress echocardiography service is not available in the Modified Monash area where the service is 
provided; and 

(d) the service includes resting electrocardiograph, continuous electrocardiograph monitoring during exercise 
(with recording), blood pressure monitoring and the recording of other parameters (including heart rate); and 

(e) the service is requested by a specialist or consultant physician; and 

(f) the service is not associated with a service to which item 11704, 11705, 11707, 11714, 11729, 11730, 
61311, 61321, 61324, 61325, 61329, 61332, 61345, 61357, 61377, 61380, 61398, 61406, 61414 or 61422 
applies; and 

(g) if the patient is 17 years or older—a service to which this item, or item 61311, 61324, 61329, 61332, 
61345, 61357, 61377, 61380, 61398, 61406 or 61414, applies has not been provided to the patient in the 
previous 24 months (R) 

Billing requirement: Amended to include additional items in the same day claiming restrictions. Not claimable 
with items 11704, 11705, 11707, 11714, 11729, 11730, 61311, 61321, 61324, 61325, 61329, 61332, 61345, 61357, 
61377, 61380, 61398, 61406, 61414 or 61422. Not claimable within 24 months of an item provided for by items  
61311, 61324, 61329, 61332, 61345, 61357, 61377, 61380, 61398, 61406 or 61414 for patients 17 years and older. 
This item is a requested service. 

MBS fee: $653.05  

Benefit: 75% & 85% 

Private Health Insurance Classifications*: 

Clinical Category: Support List 

Procedure Type: Type C 

Amended item 61398– Single stress myocardial perfusion study for 
assessment of cardiac ischaemia provided in a MMM 3- 7 area 

Overview: This item was introduced on 15 September 2020 for a single rest MPS to investigate cardiac ischaemia, 
provided at a practice located in a MMM 3 to 7 area, where a stress echocardiography service cannot be accessed. 
This item has been amended to include a same day claiming restriction with recently introduced interim stress and 
rest MPS with PET items (items 61311, 61332, 61377, 61380 or 61422) which were introduced as a substitute 
treatment to address a national shortage of technetium. This administrative change will ensure that the co-claiming 
restrictions will apply to the mirrored nuclear medicine items, as clinically appropriate. 

Service/Descriptor:  

Note: the service only applies if the patient meets the requirements of the descriptor and the requirements of note 
IR.4.1 
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Combined stress and rest, stress and re injection or rest and redistribution myocardial perfusion study, including 
delayed imaging or re injection protocol on a subsequent occasion, with single photon emission tomography, with or 
without planar imaging, if: 

(a) the patient has symptoms of cardiac ischaemia; and 

(b) the service is provided at, or from, a practice located in a Modified Monash 3, 4, 5, 6 or 7 area; and 

(c) a stress echocardiography service is not available in the Modified Monash area where the services is 
provided; and 

(d) the service includes resting electrocardiograph, continuous electrocardiograph monitoring during exercise 
(with recording), blood pressure monitoring and the recording of other parameters (including heart rate); and 

(e) the service is requested by a medical practitioner (other than a specialist or consultant physician); and 

(f) the service is not associated with a service to which item 11704, 11705, 11707, 11714, 11729, 11730, 
61311, 61321, 61324, 61325, 61329, 61332, 61345, 61357, 61377, 61380, 61394, 61406, 61414 or 61422 
applies; and 

(g) if the patient is 17 years or older—a service to which this item, or item 61311, 61321, 61324, 61325, 
61329, 61332, 61345, 61357, 61377, 61380, 61394, 61406, 61414 or 61422, applies has not been provided to 
the patient in the previous 24 months (R) 

Billing requirement: Amended to include additional items in the same day claiming restrictions.  Not claimable 
with items 11704, 11705, 11707, 11714, 11729, 11730, 61311, 61321, 61324, 61325, 61329, 61332, 61345, 61357, 
61377, 61380, 61394, 61406, 61414 or 61422. Not claimable within 24 months of an item provided for by items  
61311, 61321, 61324, 61325, 61329, 61332, 61345, 61357, 61377, 61380, 61394, 61406, 61414 or 61422 for 
patients 17 years and older. This item is a requested service. 

MBS fee: $982.05  

Benefit: 75% & 85% 

Private Health Insurance Classifications*: 

Clinical Category: Support List 

Procedure Type: Type C 

Amended item 61406– Single stress myocardial perfusion study for 
assessment of cardiac ischaemia provided in a MMM 3- 7 area 

Overview: This item was introduced on 15 September 2020 for a single rest MPS to investigate cardiac ischaemia, 
provided at a practice located in a MMM 3 to 7 area, where a stress echocardiography service cannot be accessed. 
This item has been amended to include a same day claiming restriction with recently introduced interim stress and 
rest MPS with PET items (items 61311, 61332, 61377, 61380 or 61422) which were introduced to address a national 
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shortage of technetium. This administrative change will ensure that the co-claiming restrictions will apply to the 
mirrored nuclear medicine items, as clinically appropriate. 

Service/Descriptor:  

Note: the service only applies if the patient meets the requirements of the descriptor and the requirements of note 
IR.4.1 

Combined stress and rest, stress and re injection or rest and redistribution myocardial perfusion study, including 
delayed imaging or re injection protocol on a subsequent occasion, with single photon emission tomography, with or 
without planar imaging, if: 

(a) the patient has symptoms of cardiac ischaemia; and 

(b) the service is provided at, or from, a practice located in a Modified Monash 3, 4, 5, 6 or 7 area; and 

(c) a stress echocardiography service is not available in the Modified Monash area where the service is 
provided; and 

(d) the service includes resting electrocardiograph, continuous electrocardiograph monitoring during exercise 
(with recording), blood pressure monitoring and the recording of other parameters (including heart rate); and 

(e) the service is requested by a specialist or consultant physician; and 

(f) the service is not associated with a service to which item 11704, 11705, 11707, 11714, 11729, 11730, 
61311, 61321, 61324, 61325, 61329, 61332, 61377, 61345, 61357, 61380, 61394, 61398, 61414 or 61422 
applies; and 

(g) if the patient is 17 years or older—a service to which this item, or item 61311, 61321, 61324, 61325, 
61329, 61332, 61345, 61357, 61377, 61380, 61394, 61398, 61414 or 61422, applies has not been provided to 
the patient in the previous 24 months (R) 

Billing requirement: Amended to include additional items in the same day claiming restrictions.  Not claimable 
with items 11704, 11705, 11707, 11714, 11729, 11730, 61311, 61321, 61324, 61325, 61329, 61332, 61377, 61345, 
61357, 61380, 61394, 61398, 61414 or 61422. Not claimable within 24 months of an item provided for by items 
61311, 61321, 61324, 61325, 61329, 61332, 61345, 61357, 61377, 61380, 61394, 61398, 61414 or 61422, for 
patients 17 years and older. This item is a requested service. 

MBS fee: $982.05  

Benefit: 75% & 85% 

Private Health Insurance Classifications*: 

Clinical Category: Support List 

Procedure Type: Type C 
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Amended item 61410– Repeat combined stress and rest myocardial 
perfusion study provided in a MMM 3-7 area 

Overview: This item was introduced on 15 September 2020 for a repeat combined stress and rest MPS for a 
person who has a previous MPS under item 61345 and has undergone a revascularisation procedure (such as 
coronary artery bypass graft or stenting) and cardiac ischaemic symptoms have evolved. This service must be 
provided at a practice located in a MMM 3 to 7 area, where a stress echocardiography service cannot be accessed. 
This item has been amended to include a same day claiming restriction with recently introduced interim stress and 
rest MPS with PET items (items 61311, 61332, 61377, 61380 or 61422) which were introduced to address a national 
shortage of technetium.  

Service/Descriptor:  

Note: the service only applies if the patient meets the requirements of the descriptor and the requirements of note 
IR.4.1 

Repeat combined stress and rest, stress and re injection or rest and redistribution myocardial perfusion study, 
including delayed imaging or re injection protocol on a subsequent occasion, with single photon emission 
tomography, with or without planar imaging, if: 

(a) both: 

(i) a service has been provided to the patient in the previous 24 months to which this item, or item 
61311, 61324, 61329, 61332, 61345, 61349, 61357, 61365, 61377, 61380, 61394, 61398, 61406, 
61414 or 61418, applies; and 

(ii) the patient has subsequently undergone a revascularisation procedure; and  

(b) the patient has one or more symptoms of cardiac ischaemia that have evolved and are not adequately 
controlled with optimal medical therapy; and 

(c) the service is provided at, or from, a practice located in a Modified Monash 3, 4, 5, 6 or 7 area; and 

(d) a stress echocardiography service is not available in the Modified Monash area where the service is 
provided; and 

(e) the service is not associated with a service to which item 11704, 11705, 11707, 11714, 11729, 11730 or 
61418 applies; and 

(f) if the patient is 17 years or older—a service to which item 61349, 61365 or 61418 applies has not been 
provided to the patient in the previous 12 months 

Billing requirement: Amended to include additional items in the same day claiming restrictions. Not claimable 
with items 11704, 11705, 11707, 11714, 11729, or 11730 or 61418. Not claimable within 12 months. To claim this 
item a patient must have received a service in the previous 24 months to which this item, or item 61311, 61324, 
61329, 61332, 61345, 61349, 61357, 61365, 61377, 61380, 61394, 61398, 61406, 61414 or 61418, applies and 
have had to have subsequently undergone a revascularisation procedure. Not claimable within 12 months of an item 
provided for by items 61349, 61365 or 61418, for patients 17 years and older. This item is a requested service. 
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MBS fee: $982.05  

Benefit: 75% & 85% 

Private Health Insurance Classifications*: 

Clinical Category: Support List 

Procedure Type: Type C 

Amended item 61414– Single stress myocardial perfusion study for 
assessment of cardiac ischaemia (GP) provided in a MMM 3-7 area 

Overview: This item was introduced on 15 September 2020 for a single stress MPS for assessment of cardiac 
ischemia requested by a medical practitioner, other than a specialist or consultant physician. This service must be 
provided at a practice located in a MMM 3 to 7 area, where a stress echocardiography service cannot be accessed. 
This item has been amended to include a same day claiming restriction with recently introduced interim stress and 
rest MPS with PET items (items 61311, 61332, 61377, 61380 or 61422) which were introduced to address a national 
shortage of technetium. This administrative change will ensure that the co-claiming restrictions will apply to the 
mirrored nuclear medicine items, as clinically appropriate. 

Service/Descriptor:  

Note: the service only applies if the patient meets the requirements of the descriptor and the requirements of note 
IR.4.1 

Single stress myocardial perfusion study, with single photon emission tomography, with or without planar imaging, if: 

(a) the patient has symptoms of cardiac ischaemia; and 

(b) the service is provided at, or from, a practice located in a Modified Monash 3, 4, 5, 6 or 7 area; and 

(c) a stress echocardiography service is not available in the Modified Monash area where the service is 
provided; and 

(d) the service includes resting electrocardiograph, continuous electrocardiograph monitoring during exercise 
(with recording), blood pressure monitoring and the recording of other parameters (including heart rate); and 

(e) the service is requested by a medical practitioner (other than a specialist or consultant physician); and 

(f) the service is not associated with a service to which item 11704, 11705, 11707, 11714, 11729, 11730, 
61311, 61321, 61324, 61325, 61329, 61332, 61345, 61357, 61377, 61380, 61394, 61398, 61406 or 61422 
applies; and 

(g) if the patient is 17 years or older—a service to which this item, or item 61311, 61324, 61329, 61332, 
61345, 61357, 61377, 61380, 61398 or 61406, applies has not been provided to the patient in the previous 24 
months (R) 
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Billing requirement: Amended to include additional items in the same day claiming restrictions. Not claimable 
with items 11704, 11705, 11707, 11714, 11729, 11730, 61311, 61321, 61324, 61325, 61329, 61332, 61345, 61357, 
61377, 61380, 61394, 61398, 61406 or 61422. Not claimable within 24 months of an item provided for by 61311, 
61324, 61329, 61332, 61345, 61357, 61377, 61380, 61398 or 61406, for patients 17 years and older. This item is a 
requested service. 

MBS fee: $653.05  

Benefit: 75% & 85% 

Private Health Insurance Classifications*: 

Clinical Category: Support List 

Procedure Type:  Type C 

 

Arteriography or phlebography 

Amended item 60918 – Arteriography (peripheral) or phlebography 
 

Overview: This item was amended to remove deleted items 59903, 59912 & 59925 from descriptor. 

Service/Descriptor: Arteriography (peripheral) or phlebography—one vessel, when used in association with a 
service to which item 59970 applies, not being a service associated with a service to which any of items 60000 to 
60078 apply (NR) 

MBS fee: $48.30 

Benefit: 75% & 85% 

Private Health Insurance Classifications*: 

Clinical Category: Support List 

Procedure Type:  Type C 

 

Amended item 60927 – Selective arteriogram or phlebogram 
 

Overview: This item was amended to remove deleted items 59903, 59912 & 59925 from descriptor. 
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Service/Descriptor: Selective arteriogram or phlebogram, when used in association with a service to which item 
59970 applies, not being a service associated with a service to which any of items 60000 to 60078 apply (NR)  

MBS fee: $38.95 

Benefit: 75% & 85% 

Private Health Insurance Classifications*: 

Clinical Category: Support List 

Procedure Type:  Type C 

 

 

 
Where can I find more information? 
The full item descriptor(s) and information on other changes to the MBS will be available on 1 July 2021 on the 
MBS Online website at MBS Online. You can also subscribe to future MBS updates by visiting MBS Online and 
clicking ‘Subscribe’.  

For questions relating to implementation, or to the interpretation of the changes to cardiac surgical MBS items prior 
to 1 July 2021, please email cardiacservices@health.gov.au.  If you have a query relating exclusively to the 
interpretation of the Schedule post-implementation on 1 July 2021, you should email askMBS. 

For questions regarding the proposed PHI classifications, please email PHI@health.gov.au. 

The Department of Health provides an email advice service for providers seeking advice on interpretation of the 
MBS items and rules and the Health Insurance Act and associated regulations. If you have a query relating 
exclusively to interpretation of the Schedule, you should email askMBS. 

Subscribe to ‘News for Health Professionals’ on the Department of Human Services website and you will receive 
regular news highlights. 

If you are seeking advice in relation to Medicare billing, claiming, payments, or obtaining a provider number, please 
go to the Health Professionals page on the Department of Human Services website or contact the Department of 
Human Services on the Provider Enquiry Line – 13 21 50.  

The data file for software vendors is expected to become available by early June 2021 and can be accessed via the 
MBS Online website under the Downloads page. 

Please note that the information provided is a general guide only. It is ultimately the responsibility of treating 
practitioners to use their professional judgment to determine the most clinically appropriate services to provide, and 
then to ensure that any services billed to Medicare fully meet the eligibility requirements outlined in the legislation.   

This sheet is current as of the Last updated date shown above, and does not account for MBS changes since that date. 
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