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• From 1 March 2022, MBS item 13761 (initial ECP treatment) and item 13762 (continuing ECP treatment) will be
introduced for patients with cGVHD following allogenic haematopoietic stem cell transplantation.

• ECP using the drug methoxalen will be available for patients with cGVHD following a haematopoietic stem cell
transplant (HSCT) who are steroid-dependent and/or steroid-intolerant and/or steroid refractory. Only patients
showing a response to the initial therapy are eligible for continued therapy.

• cGVHD is a common side effect in people who receive a HSCT from a donor. Immune cells from the HSCT start
recognising the patient’s own cells as foreign and attack them. This causes significant damage in the body,
especially to the liver, skin, and gut, and can be fatal.

• cGVHD is usually treated with steroids to calm the immune system. Some patients do not get better after taking
steroids, and the side effects of using steroids for a long period of time are sometimes severe.

• Use of the new items is restricted to consultant haematologists and medical oncologists with allogeneic bone
marrow transplantation experience, for patients diagnosed with cGVHD.

• Currently there are no cGVHD ECP specific items on the MBS. The new items will improve access to treatments
for cGVHD.

What are the changes? 
From 1 March 2022, two new items will be introduced for integrated closed-system ECP for cGVHD: 

• Two new items (13761 & 13762) for initial and continuing treatment using ECP for patients with cGVHD following
allogenic HSCT.

Why are the changes being made? 
• There are currently no MBS items for the treatment of cGVHD using the drug methoxalen. The introduction of items 

13761 & 13762 will allow patients with steroid-dependent, steroid-refractory, and/or steroid-intolerant cGVHD 
following allogenic HSCT to receive ECP treatment.

• Item 13761 & 13762 will be listed alongside the PBS restriction for the drug methoxalen to ensure these items are 
consistent in the treatment of cGVHD.

• The listing of this service was recommended by the Medical Services Advisory Committee (MSAC) in July 2021 as 
a result of MSAC application 1651. Further details about MSAC applications can be found under MSAC 
Applications on the MSAC website (Medical Services Advisory Committee).

http://www.mbsonline.gov.au/
http://www.msac.gov.au/internet/msac/publishing.nsf/Content/application-page
http://www.msac.gov.au/internet/msac/publishing.nsf/Content/application-page
http://www.msac.gov.au/
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What does this mean for providers? 

ECP is currently only being performed in Australia for end-stage cutaneous T-cell lymphoma, but the inclusion of item 
13761 & 13762 will allow practitioners to treat patients with cGVHD who are steroid dependent, intolerant, or 
refractory. 

How will these changes affect patients? 
The changes will provide greater patient access to cGVHD treatment services that are clinically appropriate and reflect 
modern clinical practice, leading to improved health outcomes. 

Who was consulted on the changes? 
As these changes are being implemented as a result of an MSAC application, peak bodies and key stakeholders of 
the radiation therapy sector, as well as the general population, were consulted on these changes as a part of the 
MSAC application process. 

How will the changes be monitored and reviewed? 
A review of item 13761 & 13762 will be conducted after no more than two years after listing on the MBS. Monitoring of 
the items will be undertaken in coordination with a Drug Utilisation Sub-Committee review of the adjuvant therapies. 

Where can I find more information? 
The full item descriptor(s) and information on other changes to the MBS can be found on the MBS Online website at 
Medicare Benefits Schedule Online You can also subscribe to future MBS updates by visiting MBS Online and clicking 
‘Subscribe’. 

The Department of Health provides an email advice service for providers seeking advice on interpretation of the MBS 
items and rules and the Health Insurance Act and associated regulations. If you have a query relating exclusively to 
interpretation of the Schedule, you should email askMBS@health.gov.au. Please note, AskMBS can only provide 
limited advice regarding upcoming items,however we still encourage enquirers to direct their enquiries to AskMBS 
who, if they cannot assist, will ensure the enquiry reaches the relevant area of policy who can provide more 
comprehensive information regarding upcoming items. 

Subscribe to ‘News for Health Professionals’ on the Services Australia website and you will receive regular news 
highlights. 

If you are seeking advice in relation to Medicare billing, claiming, payments, or obtaining a provider number, please go 
to the Health Professionals page on the Services Australia website or contact the Services Australia on the Provider 
Enquiry Line – 13 21 50.  

The data file for software vendors is available on March 2022 downloads page and can be accessed via the 
MBS Online website under the Downloads page. 

http://www.mbsonline.gov.au/
http://www.mbsonline.gov.au/
http://www.mbsonline.gov.au/
mailto:askMBS@health.gov.au
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/organisations/health-professionals/news/all
http://www.mbsonline.gov.au/internet/mbsonline/publishing.nsf/Content/downloads
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Item Descriptors 

Item Number  13761 
Item Descriptor  Initial treatment 

Extracorporeal photopheresis for the treatment of chronic graft-versus-host 
disease, if: 
a) the person is:

(i) has received allogeneic haematopoietic stem cell transplantation; and
(ii) has been diagnosed with chronic graft versus host disease following

the transplantation; and
(iii) steroid treatment is clinically unsuitable as the disease is steroid

refractory or the person is steroid-dependent or steroid-intolerant; and
b) the person has not previously received an extracorporeal photopheresis

treatment cycle; and
c) the service is delivered using an integrated, closed extracorporeal

photopheresis system; and
d) the service is provided in combination with the use of methoxalen that is

listed on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme; and
e) the service is provided by, or on behalf of, a specialist or consultant

physician who:
(i) is practising in the speciality of haematology or oncology; and
(ii) has experience with allogeneic bone marrow transplantation

Applicable once per treatment cycle 

Fee: $1,908.35 Benefit: 75% = $1,431.30 85% = $1823.65  
Category 3. Therapeutic Procedures

Group  T1. Miscellaneous Therapeutic Procedures 

Subgroup 8. Haematology

http://www.mbsonline.gov.au/
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Item Number  13762 
Item Descriptor  Continuing treatment 

Extracorporeal photopheresis for the treatment of chronic graft-versus-host 
disease, if: 
(a) the person is:

(i) has received allogeneic haematopoietic stem cell transplantation;
and

(ii) has been diagnosed with chronic graft versus host disease following
the transplantation; and

(iii) steroid treatment is clinically unsuitable as the disease is steroid
refractory or the person is steroid-dependent or steroid-intolerant; and

(b) the person has previously received an extracorporeal photopheresis
treatment cycle and had a partial or complete response in at least one organ
in response to treatment; and

(c) the person requires further extracorporeal photopheresis; and
(d) the service is delivered using an integrated, closed extracorporeal

photopheresis system; and
(e) the service is provided in combination with the use of methoxalen that is

listed on the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme; and
(f) the service is provided by, or on behalf of, a specialist or consultant

physician who:
(i) is practising in the speciality of haematology or oncology; and
(ii) has experience with allogeneic bone marrow transplantation

Applicable once per treatment cycle 

Fee: $1,908.35 Benefit: 75% = $1,431.30 85% = $1823.65  
Category 3. Therapeutic Procedures

Group T1. Miscellaneous Therapeutic Procedures 

Subgroup 8. Haematology

http://www.mbsonline.gov.au/
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Explanatory Note 
For the purpose of administering MBS item 13761 and item 13762, treatment cycle refers to a 12-week time period. 

A cycle of treatment funded under item 13762 can be preceded by a cycle funded by either item 13761 or by item 
13762, provided at least a partial organ response occurs. A response, for the purposes of administering MBS item 
13762, is defined as attaining a complete or partial response in at least one organ according to National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) criteria. A response only needs to be demonstrated after the first 12 weeks of treatment. 

Patient Requirements 

For the purpose of administering MBS item 13761 and item 13762, steroid-refractory or steroid-dependent disease is 
defined as one of the following: 

a. A lack of response or disease progression after a minimum of prednisone 1 mg/kg/day or equivalent for at
least 1 week, OR

b. Disease persistence without improvement despite continued treatment with prednisone at > 0.5 mg/kg/day or
1 mg/kg every day or equivalent other day for at least 4 weeks, OR

c. Increase to prednisolone dose to > 0.25 mg/kg/day or equivalent after 2 unsuccessful attempts to taper the
dose.

Please note that the information provided is a general guide only. It is ultimately the responsibility of treating practitioners to use 

their professional judgment to determine the most clinically appropriate services to provide, and then to ensure that any services 

billed to Medicare fully meet the eligibility requirements outlined in the legislation.  

This sheet is current as of the Last updated date shown above, and does not account for MBS changes since that date. 

http://www.mbsonline.gov.au/

	Extracorporeal Photopheresis (ECP) for Chronic Graft Versus Host Disease (cGVHD)
	What are the changes?
	Why are the changes being made?
	What does this mean for providers?
	How will these changes affect patients?
	Who was consulted on the changes?
	How will the changes be monitored and reviewed?
	Where can I find more information?
	Item Descriptors
	Explanatory Note


