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Scenarios – using the MBS COVID-19 vaccine support 
items 
Scenarios last updated: 13 April 2022 

• The Australian Government’s priority is to ensure that as many people as possible who wish to receive a 
COVID-19 vaccine are enabled to do so.  

• The following scenarios offer examples of how the MBS items can be billed; what to do when patients present 
with multiple clinical matters; and guidance on issues such as co-claiming. 

Further information about the MBS COVID-19 vaccine support items can be found in the ‘Medicare Support for 
COVID-19 Vaccinations’ FAQ. 

NOTE: For the purposes of the scenarios below, it is assumed that: 

• all general practices mentioned are accredited and enrolled in the Practice Incentives Program (PIP).  

• all general practices providing vaccine suitability assessment services must be participating in the COVID-19 
vaccine program. 

• patients receiving the vaccine remain under the supervision of the health professionals for the 
clinically-recommended observation period.   

• patients are informed if any other service that they receive on the same occasion will be bulk-billed or will be 
subject to a patient co-payment. Additionally, health professionals or general practices have sought and 
obtained the patient’s informed financial consent for all vaccine-related and any other non-vaccine related 
services. 
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Scenario 1 

MBS COVID-19 vaccine suitability assessment 

Martha attends her regular metropolitan general practice during business hours for her first COVID-19 vaccine 
suitability assessment. She is assessed as suitable and receives the vaccination. 

Martha’s GP, Dr Nissen, bulk-bills MBS item 93624, there is no cost to Martha. 

 
Scenario 2 

MBS COVID-19 vaccine suitability assessment provided by a suitably qualified health professional 

Geoff, who lives in a Modified Monash Area 2 location, attends his regular general practice during business  
hours for his first COVID-19 vaccine suitability assessment. 

Geoff’s GP, Dr Ikin, refers him to the practice’s registered nurse, who undertakes the vaccine suitability assessment. 
The assessment does not identify a clinical reason that would prevent Geoff from receiving a COVID-19 vaccine and 
the nurse administers the first-dose of vaccine. 
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Dr Ikin bulk-bills MBS item 93625, there is no cost to Geoff. 

Note: The item is billed in the name of Dr Ikin, who is on-site during the vaccine suitability assessment. 

Scenario 3 

MBS COVID-19 vaccine suitability assessment with another health request that can be postponed 

Anne attends her regular metropolitan general practice during business hours to receive her first COVID-19 
vaccination from her usual medical practitioner, Dr Mendelssohn. When she arrives for the appointment, Anne tells 
the practice staff that she also wishes to discuss her chronic disease management plan. 

Before seeing Dr Mendelssohn for the COVID-19 vaccine suitability assessment, Anne is encouraged to book a 
separate appointment in a few days’ time to review the management plan. Anne agrees to this. 

Dr Mendelssohn bulk-bills MBS item 93626 (for a vaccine suitability assessment services provided by an OMP). There 
is no cost to Anne. 

 
Scenario 4 

MBS COVID-19 vaccine suitability assessment undertaken in conjunction with a regular patient attendance 

Heather, who has just turned 62, attends her regular metropolitan general practice on Wednesday afternoon for a 
normal appointment. Before providing the service the GP, Dr Inoue, informs Heather that the attendance will not be 
bulk-billed and gets her informed financial consent before continuing. 

In the course of the attendance, Heather asks Dr Inoue about receiving the COVID-19 vaccine. Dr Inoue answers 
Heather’s questions about the vaccine, and advises her that the practice only provides vaccinations on Friday 
afternoons and all day on Saturday. Based on this information, Heather makes an appointment for the following 
Saturday at 2.00 pm to receive the vaccine. 

As Heather’s attendance ran longer than normal, over 20 minutes, Dr Inoue bills MBS item 36. 

When Heather returns on the following Saturday afternoon, she receives a vaccine suitability assessment service.  
Dr Inoue bills MBS item 93634, for a first-dose vaccination assessment provided in a metropolitan area in the 
after-hours period. The service is bulk-billed, there is no cost to Heather. 

 

Scenario 5 

Billing Medicare for a COVID-19 vaccine suitability assessment service that is co-administered with an annual 
influenza vaccination 

Hera is invited to attend her local metropolitan medical practice to receive her annual influenza vaccination. Because 
of the time that has elapsed since she received her second COVID-19 vaccination she is now eligible for a booster, 
her GP, Dr Wren, recommends that she also have a COVID-19 booster shot. Dr Wren explains that the influenza 
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vaccine can be co-administered with a booster dose of COVID-19, so Hera agrees to have both vaccinations at the 
same time. 

Dr Wren provides the vaccine suitability assessment service, using MBS item 93644 for a second or subsequent dose 
suitability assessment provided in a metropolitan area during business hours. As it is still a requirement that MBS 
COVID-19 vaccination support services be bulk-billed, Hera does not have to pay a fee for this part of the 
attendance. 

Because Hera attended the practice to receive a booster vaccination, Dr Wren also bills MBS item 93666, for the 
vaccine booster incentive. 

Hera is not in one of the categories of patients eligible for a free annual influenza vaccine under the National 
Immunisation Program so she may be charged for the vaccine. There is also no requirement that the service to 
administer the influenza vaccine be bulk-billed. Hera is already aware that she will have to pay for the flu vaccine 
and its administration and has given her informed financial consent.  

Dr Wren bills this part of the attendance using MBS item 23, for a level B standard attendance, privately. Hera 
receives $39.10 as the Medicare rebate for the service. 

If Hera had been an eligible patient under the National Immunisation Program, Dr Wren would not have charged  for 
the influenza vaccine, but she could still have billed the attendance item privately. 

 

Scenario 6 

Providing a COVID-19 vaccine suitability assessment service to a patient receiving a second booster and an annual 
influenza vaccination 

Dorcas is a 70-year-old living in a metropolitan area. As four months has elapsed since her booster dose, her GP, Dr 
McKinnon, recommends she receive an additional booster dose of a COVID-19 vaccination to increase her protection 
before winter. Dr McKinnon also recommends Dorcas receives her annual influenza vaccination.   

Dr McKinnon provides the vaccine suitability assessment service, using MBS item 93644 for a second or subsequent 
dose suitability assessment provided in a metropolitan area during business hours. She also bills MBS item 93666, 
for the vaccine booster incentive, since Dorcas is receiving a booster vaccination. This service is bulk-billed. 

Dr McKinnon co-administers the influenza vaccination with the additional COVID-19 vaccine booster. She bulk-bills 
item 23 for this service and, as Dorcas is a concession card holder, the relevant bulk-billing incentive. Since Dorcas is 
over 65, she also qualifies for a free annual influenza vaccination under the National Immunisation Program. 
Therefore, Dr McKinnon does not charge a separate amount for the influenza vaccine. 

 
Scenario 7 

Opportunistic provision of the MBS COVID-19 vaccine suitability assessment 

Julian is a 73-year-old man who lives four hour’s drive from a regional town where there is significant vaccine 
hesitancy due to a recent death that has been mistakenly attributed to the vaccine. Julian attends the town’s only 
general practice to discuss a rash that he has developed. After the consultation, the GP, Dr Emmett, asks Julian if he 
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wants to book a COVID-19 vaccination. Julian refuses based on his misapprehensions about the vaccine’s role in the 
recent death. Dr Emmett explains that the vaccine was not the cause of death, helps Julian to understand how the 
vaccine would protect him from COVID-19, and at the end of the consultation, Julian agrees to the vaccination.  

However, as he is unable to come back to town for a number of weeks, Julian asks if he can be vaccinated on the 
spot. As there is vaccine stock on hand, Dr Emmett agrees, vaccinates Julian, and makes a booking to provide the 
second dose when Julian is next in town. 

Dr Emmett bills MBS item 93625, for a first-dose vaccination assessment provided in a non-metropolitan area 
during business hours. She also bills MBS item 10660, as she spent more than ten minutes discussing the vaccine 
with Julian. These services are bulk-billed, there is no cost to Julian. 

Note: Dr Emmett also bills MBS item 23 for the service during which she examined and recommended treatment for 
Julian’s rash. If this service is not to be bulk-billed, Dr Emmett must advise Julian of this fact and seek his informed 
financial consent. This is important, as it is a requirement that the vaccine-related services Julian also receives on 
this occasion be bulk-billed, and he may expect the other service to be bulk-billed, as well.  

Note: As the vaccination support services provided after the initial consultation (billed as item 23) are unrelated to 
that service, the co-claiming restrictions associated with the vaccination support services do not apply to the general 
attendance item (item 23).  

 
Scenario 8 

A medical practice that has not been selected to participate in the Governments’ COVID-19 vaccination roll-out 

Dr Clague works in a medical practice that is not participating in the vaccine roll-out. Phyliss, a regular patient of  
15-years standing, comes in to discuss the vaccine. The reception staff explain that the practice cannot provide the 
vaccine, but Phyllis insists on having an appointment to discuss it. Dr Clague agrees to see Phyllis, provides a health 
check that includes taking her blood pressure, and helps her to determine that the vaccine is safe, and that she 
wants to receive it.  

Dr Clague: 

• bills MBS item 23, bulk-billing Phyllis as she is a pensioner; 

• claims MBS 10990 for a bulk-billing incentive payment; and 

• provides Phyllis with information about where to receive the vaccination. 
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Scenario 9 

Co-claiming the MBS COVID-19 vaccine suitability assessment with another kind of attendance 

Julie, who has a chronic condition affecting her mobility, attends her regular metropolitan general practice in 
business hours for her first COVID-19 vaccine suitability assessment. She also requests a review of her GP 
Management Plan (GPMP), in order to get a new referral for physiotherapy services. 

The practice asks Julie to book another appointment for the GPMP review, but she explains that, as she used up her 
last CDM allied health referral last December, and it is now March, she needs a new set of referrals urgently to 
access physiotherapy treatment for her mobility issue. 

In a situation of this kind, a GP would provide a vaccine suitability assessment service and undertake another kind of 
consultation only if it is clinically appropriate to do so. In this case, Julie’s GP, Dr Leichoudes, decides to provide: 

• the vaccine suitability assessment (for a first service); and 

• a GPMP review service. 

Dr Leichoudes: 

• bulk-bills MBS item 93624 (COVID-19 suitability assessment), there is no cost to Julie; and  

• bills MBS item 732 (GPMP review service), Julie may be charged a co-payment. 

 
Scenario 10 

Co-claiming the MBS COVID-19 vaccine suitability assessment items with another attendance item for a patient 
who is a Commonwealth Concession Card Holder 

Li Min, who lives in a Modified Monash Area 3 location, attends her regular general practice during business  
hours for a service to help her manage a chronic condition that has affected her since childhood. Li Min’s GP,  
Dr Delamere, has been treating her condition for more than a decade, mainly through general attendance services. 
Recently, Li Min has received a Commonwealth Seniors Health Card. 

Dr Delamere determines that Li Min is eligible for a COVID-19 vaccine suitability assessment service. She 
recommends that Li Min receive a vaccine suitability assessment and have her chronic condition reviewed and 
explains that both will be bulk-billed.  

Dr Delamere also confirms that Li Min has not already received a COVID-19 vaccination. The vaccine suitability 
assessment confirms that there is no clinical reason why she should not be vaccinated, and Li Min gives her consent 
to receive the vaccine. Before sending Li Min to the practice’s registered nurse, who is providing vaccinations to 
patients, Dr Delamere reviews Li Min’s chronic condition. The review takes 25 minutes. 

Dr Delamere bills: 

• MBS vaccine suitability assessment item 93625; and 
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• MBS item 36, for a general attendance service lasting at least 20 minutes; and 

• MBS item 10991, for a bulk-billed service (MBS item 36) provided to a Commonwealth beneficiary living in a 
non-metropolitan area. 

Scenario 11 

Co-claiming a second MBS COVID-19 vaccine suitability assessment with a general attendance service 

Evan, who lives in a Modified Monash Area 5 location, attends his local general practice after-hours for his second 
COVID-19 vaccine suitability assessment. He is also unwell and requires treatment. 

The GP, Dr Pelletier, therefore, needs to: 

• assess Evan’s suitability to receive a dose of COVID-19 vaccination; and 

• determine the severity of his illness. 

Dr Pelletier: 

• bulk-bills MBS item 93654 (COVID-19 suitability assessment), there is no cost to Evan; and 

• bills MBS item 5020 (professional after-hours attendance at consulting rooms), Evan may be charged a co-
payment. 

Dr Pelletier is able to bill MBS item 93654 even if they decide it is not clinically appropriate to administer a dose of 
vaccine due to Evan’s illness. 

 
Scenario 12 

A patient attends different general practices for the first and second vaccine suitability assessment service 

Vikram, who lives in a major capital city, visits a general practice in a Modified Monash Area 6 location for a minor 
medical condition while he is on holiday. The visit takes place during business hours. During the consultation the GP, 
Dr Bianchi, recommends that he have a COVID-19 vaccination as a first priority. 

Vikram agrees, but notes that he has already received the first vaccination from his regular GP before leaving for his 
holiday. 

Vikram’s options in this situation are: 

• to consent to having both the vaccine suitability assessment and the minor unrelated service at the same time 
(this is the option that Vikram chooses); or 

• to have an attendance for the minor medical condition and make arrangements to receive the second vaccine 
suitability assessment service at a later time; or 

• to agree to a vaccine suitability service straight away and defer the original purpose of his attendance until a 
later time/date. 
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Dr Bianchi records Vikram’s informed financial consent to both the vaccine suitability assessment and the general 
attendance service. Dr Bianchi also checks the Australian Immunisation Register to confirm that: 

• Vikram has received the first-dose of vaccine; 

• the vaccine that the practice will provide for the second-dose is consistent with the first-dose of vaccine that was 
provided by Vikram’s regular GP; and 

• the recommended time between the first and second-dose has elapsed. 

As Vikram has already received a vaccine suitability assessment service for a first-dose of vaccine (MBS item 93624 
for service in business hours in a metropolitan location), Dr Bianchi bills MBS item 93645, for a second-dose vaccine 
suitability assessment provided during business hours in a non-metropolitan location, and a level B general 
attendance item (MBS item 23). Dr Bianchi makes a note of why the two services were provided at the same time. 

It is important to note that general practices must provide both vaccine suitability assessment services to the same 
patient in order to qualify for the PIP incentive payment. 

 
Scenario 13 

Claiming for a patient who is assessed as unsuitable and does not receive a COVID-19 vaccine 

Natasha lives in Modified Monash Area 4 location and attends her regular general practice in business hours for her 
first COVID-19 vaccine suitability assessment. However, Dr Loughty, her GP, observes that Natasha has a medical 
condition that, while temporary, means that vaccination is contraindicated. He advises Natasha of this and her 
vaccination is postponed.  

Dr Loughty bulk-bills MBS item 93625, even though Natasha will not receive the vaccine. 

 
Scenario 14 

Co-claiming the MBS COVID-19 vaccine suitability assessment with an attendance for a health condition that 
cannot be delayed until another time 

Eliza, who lives in a Modified Monash Area 5 location, attends an after-hours practice for her first COVID-19 
vaccination. She arrives in the practice with a pronounced limp and in obvious pain, as the result of a fall. 

The GP who sees Eliza, Dr Ainsworth, agrees to undertake both a vaccination suitability assessment and examine 
Eliza’s injury at the same time, as treatment of the injury cannot be delayed. 

Dr Ainsworth obtains Eliza’s informed financial consent to both services. 

Dr Ainsworth undertakes the vaccine suitability assessment and Eliza receives the vaccine. Dr Ainsworth also 
conducts an examination of Eliza’s injured leg, and recommends treatment, including pain relief. 
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As per the requirements for the COVID-19 vaccine related services, Eliza is bulk-billed for the suitability assessment. 
However, she is charged a co-payment for the examination and treatment of her injury. Her medical record is 
updated to show that she received two consultations for different and unrelated attendances on the same day. 

Dr Ainsworth: 

• bulk-bills MBS item 93635 (COVID-19 suitability assessment), there is no cost to Eliza; and 

• bills MBS item 5040, Eliza may be charged a co-payment. 

 
Scenario 15 

Billing Medicare for more than one MBS COVID-19 vaccine suitability assessment service for the same dose 

First COVID-19 vaccine suitability assessment 

Arthur, who lives in a Modified Monash Area 7 location, attends his regular general practice after- 
hours for his first COVID-19 vaccine suitability assessment. However, Arthur decides that he wants  
to wait and think about having the vaccine. 

Arthur’s medical practitioner, Dr Dankworth, bulk-bills MBS item 93637 (for a vaccine suitability assessment service 
provided by an OMP), even though Arthur did not receive a COVID-19 vaccine. 

Second COVID-19 vaccine suitability assessment 

Arthur returns to the practice several weeks later during business hours, as he has decided that he  
now wishes to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. Dr Dankworth completes a second suitability assessment  
and Arthur receives the first-dose of vaccine. 

Dr Dankworth bulk-bills MBS item 93637. 

 
Scenario 16 

Eligibility for the PIP incentive 

A general practice provides both a first- and second-dose vaccine eligibility assessment service to the same patient 

Ruby attends her regular metropolitan general practice to receive her first vaccination. Her GP, Dr Roquemore, 
undertakes a vaccine suitability assessment and determines that Ruby is suitable to receive her first-dose.  
Dr Roquemore arranges for the practice’s registered nurse to provide the vaccination. 

Three weeks later, Ruby returns for her second-dose of vaccine.  Dr Roquemore undertakes another vaccine 
suitability assessment, this time using the MBS item for a suitability assessment provided to a patient requiring a 
second or subsequent dose of vaccine, in a metropolitan area during business hours. 

Dr Roquemore bulk-bills MBS item 93264 for the first vaccine suitability assessment service, and MBS item 93644 for 
the second service. 

http://www.mbsonline.gov.au/internet/mbsonline/publishing.nsf/Content/Home


 

Medicare Benefits Schedule      
Medicare Support for COVID-19 Vaccinations– Scenarios          Page 10 of 15  
MBS Online    
Last updated – 13 April 2022  

  Medicare Support for  
  

COVID - 19  Vaccinations 
  

Scenarios 
  

The general practice is accredited under PIP and has provided Ruby’s first- and second-dose vaccine suitability 
assessment services – it is therefore eligible to receive the PIP incentive payment. 

Note: Where an accredited general practice provides both first- and second-dose vaccine suitability assessment 
services, but the patient is not suitable or does not elect to receive a vaccination, the practice is still eligible to 
receive the PIP incentive payment. 

 
Scenario 17 

Eligibility for the PIP incentive 

A patient receives vaccine eligibility assessment services from more than one general practice  

Fatime lives in a Modified Monash Area 3 location. She thinks that she may be eligible for a COVID-19 vaccination 
and attends her regular general practice for advice. She is offered and consents to the vaccine suitability assessment, 
which confirms her suitability, but declines to have the vaccination at that time because she continues to have some 
doubts. 

Fatime’s GP, Dr Shippey, bulk-bills MBS item 93625. 

A few weeks later, Fatime is visiting her family in the state capital when she decides that she does want to have  
the vaccination. Rather than waiting until she returns home, she attends a medical practice in the city. The GP,  
Dr Hildebrandt, undertakes a vaccine suitability assessment service and arranges for Fatime to receive her first 
vaccination.  

Dr Hildebrandt bulk-bills MBS item 93624.  

Three weeks later, Fatime arranges to receive her second-dose of vaccine. This time she attends her regular general 
practice. 

Dr Shippey bulk-bills MBS item 93645.  

In this scenario, Fatime’s regular general practice is eligible for the PIP incentive payment, having provided both a 
first- and second-dose vaccine suitability assessment service, even though only one of those services subsequently 
led to Fatime being vaccinated. As Dr Hildebrandt’s practice provided only a first-dose service, it is not eligible for 
the incentive payment. 

Note: Where an accredited general practice provides both first- and second-dose vaccine suitability assessment 
services, but the patient is not suitable or does not elect to receive a vaccination, the practice is still eligible to 
receive the PIP incentive payment. 
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Scenario 18 

Providing an in-depth patient assessment in conjunction with a vaccine suitability assessment 

Elizabeth, who is 54 years old, has an appointment to attend her regular metropolitan general practice for the 
purpose of receiving a COVID-19 vaccination. Before receiving the vaccination, Dr Bennett, her GP, undertakes a 
vaccine suitability assessment service.  As this is Elizabeth’s first vaccination and she is both nervous and has a lot of 
questions about the vaccine’s safety, Dr Bennett also undertakes an in-depth patient assessment in conjunction with 
the vaccine suitability assessment. 

Dr Bennett bills Medicare for both services, using MBS item 93624 (for a first-dose vaccine suitability assessment in a 
metropolitan area during business hours) and MBS item 10660 (for an in-depth patient assessment provided by a 
GP). 

Dr Bennett records the reason for conducting the in-depth patient assessment in the patient notes. 

 
Scenario 19 

Providing a vaccine suitability assessment and an in-depth patient assessment to a patient who decides to delay 
vaccination 

Adah, who is in her late fifties, has made an appointment with her regular metropolitan GP, Dr O’Clery, to receive 
her first COVID-19 vaccination. She is extremely anxious about the vaccine, so after conducting the vaccine suitability 
assessment, Dr O’Clery also provides an in-depth patient assessment service. 

Dr O’Clery spends almost 20 minutes with Adah to discuss her concerns about being vaccinated. Ultimately, Adah 
decides not to be vaccinated. She agrees to think about it and Dr O’Clery advises her that she can return at any time 
to receive the vaccination. 

Dr O’Clery bills Medicare for both services, using MBS item 93624 (for a first-dose vaccine suitability assessment 
service in a metropolitan area during business hours) and MBS item 10660 (for an in-depth patient assessment 
provided by a GP). He records the reason for providing the in-depth patient assessment in the patient record and 
notes that Adah chose not to receive a vaccination on that occasion. 

Should Adah return to the practice at a later date to receive the vaccination, Dr O’Clery would need to provide 
another vaccine suitability assessment service using MBS item 93264 for a first-dose service (the item for a 
second-dose vaccination assessment is only used after the first dose of vaccine has been administered to a patient).  

Dr O’Clery cannot undertake another in-depth patient assessment for Adah, as MBS item 10660 and its OMP 
equivalent, MBS item 10661, can only be provided once per lifetime to an eligible patient. 
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Scenario 20 

Providing an in-depth patient assessment to a patient who is due to receive their second dose of vaccine 

Henry is in his early sixties and lives in a rural area. He has already received a first dose of the Vaxzevria 
(AstraZeneca) vaccine from his regular GP, Dr Kumar. He attends Dr Kumar’s practice for the second-dose, but while 
undertaking the vaccine suitability assessment, Dr Kumar realises that Henry has very strong concerns about the 
safety of the Vaxzevria vaccine, due to the media attention that it has been receiving.  As Henry did not receive an 
in-depth patient assessment (MBS item 10660) in conjunction with his first vaccine suitability assessment, Dr Kumar 
is able to provide the service to Henry now, to further explain the risks and benefits of the vaccine. This service takes 
more than 10 minutes and allows Dr Kumar to answer all of Henry’s questions. 

Dr Kumar bills Medicare for both services, using MBS item 93645 (for a second-dose vaccine suitability assessment 
service in a non-metropolitan area during business hours) and MBS item 10660 (for an in-depth patient assessment 
provided by a GP). 

Because Dr Kumar’s has provided Henry’s first and second-does vaccine suitability assessment services, it is eligible 
to receive the PIP incentive payment. 

 
Scenario 21 

Providing vaccine suitability assessment services and in-depth patient assessments outside consulting rooms  

Dr Ferenczy has been called to the Rosecastle Nursing Home to provide vaccination services to a number of new 
residents. Some of the residents have already received a first dose of vaccine, but several have not. 

Dr Ferenczy’s first patient is Gerald, who has already received the first dose of vaccine, which was the Vaxzevria 
(AstraZeneca) vaccine and was administered by his former GP. Due to heightened community concerns regarding 
the Vaxzevria vaccine, Gerald is nervous about the vaccine and requests an alternative.  

Dr Ferenczy undertakes both the vaccine suitability assessment, to determine if Gerald is fit enough to receive the 
vaccine, and an in-depth patient assessment, to address Gerald’s concerns about the Vaxzevria vaccine and to 
answer all of his questions. 

Gerald agrees to receive the second dose of Vaxzevria vaccine, which is administered by Dr Ferenczy. 

After Gerald, Dr Ferenczy provides three more second-dose vaccine suitability assessment services and two 
first-dose services. One of the second-dose patients and both of the first-dose patients also require in-depth patient 
assessments to address their concerns about the vaccination. 

During the visit, Dr Ferenczy provides services to six patients, four (4) second-dose services and two (2) first-dose 
services. He also provides four (4) in-depth patient assessments. Each patient’s informed consent and the reason for 
conducting the in-depth patient assessment is recorded in the patient notes. 
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 As Rosecastle is an inner city residential aged care facility, Dr Ferenczy bills Medicare using the MBS items for 
vaccine suitability assessments provided in a metropolitan area. As the services are provided outside consulting 
rooms, Dr Ferenczy can also claim the flag-fall payment for the first service in the visit. 

Dr Ferenczy bills: 

1x MBS item 90005 (flag-fall payment) 

4x MBS item 93644 (second-dose service in business hours) 

2x MBS item 93624 (first-dose service in business hours) 

4x MBS item 10660 (in-depth patient assessment provided by a GP) 

The flag-fall payment item is billed in conjunction with the first service of the visit, which was Gerald’s vaccine 
suitability assessment. The in-depth patient assessment services are billed in conjunction with the relevant patient’s 
vaccine suitability assessment service. 

Although Dr Ferenczy’s practice is accredited under the PIP, none of the second-dose patients are regular patients 
and did not receive their first-dose service from Dr Ferenczy, and the PIP incentive is not payable. Should Dr 
Ferenczy go on to provide second-dose services to the patients who only received their first dose of vaccine during 
the visit, the PIP incentive would be payable. 

 
Scenario 22 

Billing Medicare for a third MBS COVID-19 vaccine suitability assessment service provided to a person who is 
severely immunocompromised 

Chester, who lives in a Modified Monash Area 3 location, has a primary immunodeficiency disease. He has already 
received both a first and second dose of COVID-19 vaccine, but following ATAGI advice approaches his local general 
practice for a third vaccination service. 

Chester attends the medical practice in business hours and receives a vaccine suitability assessment service from this 
regular GP, Dr Burnside. 

Dr Burnside bulk-bills MBS item 93645, for a second or subsequent vaccine suitability assessment service provided 
during business hours in a non-metropolitan location. 

Note: whilst Chester is receiving a third dose of COVID-19 vaccine, it is not a booster dose, since the recommended 
primary schedule for Chester’s cohort is three doses. As such, Dr Burnside is not able to claim MBS item 93666 for 
the vaccine booster incentive.  

  

http://www.mbsonline.gov.au/internet/mbsonline/publishing.nsf/Content/Home
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Scenario 23 

A COVID-19 vaccine suitability assessment service provided by a suitably qualified health professional in a 
patient’s home 

Morgan is employed as a practice nurse by the Storm Bay Medical Centre, which is located in a large regional town. 
A number of the medical centre’s patients are home-bound, and one of Morgan’s duties is to provide outreach 
services for these patients. 

Eleanor and her partner Rob are both home-bound patients, and have requested a home visit vaccination service. 
Morgan arranges a time to attend them at home, on behalf of their regular medical practitioner, Dr Fabron. 

As well as both being home-bound due to chronic health conditions, Eleanor is immunocompromised, and she and 
Rob are very keen to be vaccinated as soon as possible.  

Morgan undertakes two vaccine suitability assessment services, using MBS item 93661. As the assessment services 
were provided in an eligible location (the patients’ home) MBS flag-fall 90005 can also be billed in conjunction with 
the fist assessment service provided during Morgan’s visit. 

Before she leaves, Morgan arranges a time to return and provide Eleanor and Rob’s second-dose vaccination 
suitability assessments. 

 

Scenario 24 

Providing a COVID-19 vaccine suitability assessment service to a child aged between 5 and 11 

Chaim and Ruth take their daughter, Matilda, to their regular metropolitan medical practice for Matilda’s first dose 
COVID-19 vaccination. Matilda is seven years old, and Chaim and Ruth have a number of questions about the vaccine 
that they wish to discuss with their GP, Dr Cooperman.   

Dr Cooperman provides a vaccine suitability assessment and because it takes longer than 10 minutes to answer all of 
Chaim’s and Ruth’s questions, also bills for an in-depth patient assessment. 

Chaim and Ruth agree that Matilda should be vaccinated, and Dr Cooperman undertakes the vaccination himself. 

Dr Cooperman bills MBS item 93624 for a first dose vaccines suitability assessment provided during business hours 
and item 10660 for an in-depth patient assessment. 

 
Scenario 25 

Providing a COVID-19 vaccine suitability assessment service to a patient seeking a vaccine booster 

Eris attends her regular metropolitan medical practice for the purpose of receiving a booster dose of COVID-19 
vaccine. 

http://www.mbsonline.gov.au/internet/mbsonline/publishing.nsf/Content/Home
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Her GP, Dr Khatri, undertakes a vaccine suitability assessment service, confirms that Eris is eligible to receive a 
booster dose of vaccine, and arranges for the vaccination to be provided by the practice nurse. 

Dr Khatri bills MBS item 93644, for a second or subsequent dose vaccination service provided in a metropolitan 
location during business hours. She records that the service was associated with a booster vaccination in Eris’ patient 
notes. 

Because Eris attended the practice to receive a booster vaccination, Dr Khatri also bills MBS item 93666, for the 
vaccine booster incentive. 

 

 
 

http://www.mbsonline.gov.au/internet/mbsonline/publishing.nsf/Content/Home

	Dr Bennett bills Medicare for both services, using MBS item 93624 (for a first-dose vaccine suitability assessment in a metropolitan area during business hours) and MBS item 10660 (for an in-depth patient assessment provided by a GP).
	Dr Bennett records the reason for conducting the in-depth patient assessment in the patient notes.
	Dr Kumar bills Medicare for both services, using MBS item 93645 (for a second-dose vaccine suitability assessment service in a non-metropolitan area during business hours) and MBS item 10660 (for an in-depth patient assessment provided by a GP).

